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WISCASSET SELECT BOARD, 
TAX ASSESSORS AND OVERSEERS OF THE POOR 

DECEMBER 7, 2021, WISCASSET COMMUNITY CENTER 
 
Present: Kim Andersson, Pam Dunning, Terry Heller, Vice Chair Dusty Jones, Chair Sarah 

Whitfield, and Town Manager Dennis Simmons. 
 
Sarah Whitfield called the meeting to order. 
 
1.  Pledge of Allegiance 
 
2.  Approval of Treasurer’s Warrants 
 
a.  Pam Dunning moved to approve the payroll warrants of November 19, November 26, and 
December 3, 2021.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
b.  Terry Heller moved to approve the accounts payable warrants of November 23, November 30, and 
December 7, 2021.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes 
 
a.  Terry Heller moved to approve the minutes of November 16, 2021.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
b.  Pam Dunning moved to approve the minutes of November 30, 2021.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
4.  Special Presentations or Awards 
 
Terry Heller commented on the outstanding holiday decorations and commended the staff of the Parks 
and Recreation Department and Friends of Wiscasset Village. 
 
5.  Committee Appointments - none 
 
6.  Public Hearings - none 
 
7.  Public Comment 
 
Susan Blagden said the Christmas decorations looked great except for the boarded-up Wawenock 
building.  She asked if the building were safe and encouraged the board to follow up on the progress of 
repairs. 
  
8.  Department head or Committee chair 
 
Kim Andersson moved to appoint Terry Heller as board liaison to the Waterfront Committee replacing 
Kim Andersson.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
9.  Unfinished Business 
 
a.  EMS Wages 
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Erin Bean, EMS, asked for funds as a stopgap measure to keep the Town’s current EMS employees, as 
other nearby services who also employ Wiscasset EMS workers were paying more than Wiscasset.  
Dennis Simmons recommended raising the pay rate by $3.00 per hour using the balance of carryover 
funds.  Pam Dunning moved to approve the $4.00 per hour rate change.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
10.  New Business 
 
a.  Sale of Consumer Fireworks Annual License – Al and Melissa Cohen of Big Al’s Outlet, Inc., DBA Big 
Al’s Fireworks Outlet 
 
Terry Heller moved to allow Sam Hamilton (Bryant’s attorney), who is not a Wiscasset resident, to 
speak.  Vote 5-0-0.  Hamilton said he was speaking not about Big Al’s Fireworks; only about the storage 
building on JB’s Way, which cannot be approved by the State because it is in a residential neighborhood.  
Al Cohen responded that the Bryants had filed six lawsuits none of which succeeded and had no basis 
for complaints because the storage building is in the Rural District which specifically allows storage of 
hazardous materials.  He said the Bryants were aware of this when they moved into the neighborhood.  
Sarah Whitfield read the town attorney’s opinion which stated that the town relies on the State Fire 
Marshal’s office to regulate storage of fireworks.  It is the language of the state statute regarding 
storage and sales that is at issue; it was supposed to have been cleared up this past session but was not.   
The fire marshal’s office has issued a license in the past and the town has taken the position if the state 
has approved, the town has no reason to think otherwise.  Tom and Katie Bryant spoke in opposition to 
the license.  Pam Dunning moved to approve the Sale of Consumer Fireworks Annual License for Al 
and Melissa Cohen of Big Al’s Outlet, Inc. DBA Big Al’s Fireworks Outlet.  5-0-0. 
 
b.  Wiscasset Newspaper Holiday Card Page 
 
Pam Dunning moved to approve being part of the holiday card page not to exceed $150.  Vote 5-0-0. 
 
c.  Essential Employee Premium Pay 
 
Dennis Simmons recommended use of funds from the American Recovery Plan Act for a one-time 
stipend to employees of 6 .2% (current rate of inflation) of employee’s pay for hours worked between 
July 1 and November 27 either hourly or weekly.  Pam Dunning moved to authorize the Town Manager 
to expend premium pay for essential town employees from the American Recovery Plan Act funds.   
Vote 5-0-0 
 
11.  Town Manager’s Report 
 
Dennis Simmons reported that the grant to help fund 78% of a new full-time police officer’s position was 
not awarded to Wiscasset.   
 
Lifeflight of Maine received a grant through the Maine Emergency Management Agency to install 
network cameras at the airports that they utilize frequently including the Wiscasset Municipal Airport.  
The Town Manager thanked Lifeflight for the camera.  He said this will be an added safety and security 
feature for the airport at no cost to the town. 
 
12.  Adjournment 
 
Pam Dunning moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:44 p.m.  Vote 5-0-0.   


