
WISCASSET PLANNING BOARD 
MINUTES, MAY 10, 2021 

7 P.M. VIA ZOOM 
 

Present: Al Cohen, Jackie Lowell, Peter McCrae, Chair Karl Olson, and Deb Pooler 
 
Absent:  Steve Wallace, Lester Morse, and Tony Gatti 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Karl Olson called the meeting to order at 7:11 p.m. 
 
2.  Approval of minutes of April 26, 2021 
 
Deb Pooler moved to approve the minutes as written.  Vote 4-0-1 (Cohen abstained). 
 
3.  Central Maine Power (Power Engineers) – Site Plan Review for construction of the Section 3027 
345kV overhead transmission line in the existing, cleared CMP-owned transmission line corridor 
and associated improvements at the Maine Yankee Substation, Maps R-1, R-2. R-3. R-7, R-9, U-14 
and U-15 
 
Cole Peters of Power Engineers in a power point presentation described the project for the 
construction of an overhead transmission line for 6.3 miles in the existing CMP right-of-way.  
Existing structures will be used; several steel structures and wooden H-frame structures will be 
added.  The route runs from Maine Yankee to the Woolwich town line, continues in Woolwich for a 
short distance and then returns to Wiscasset and continues to the Alna town line.  Shoreland, Site 
Plan Review and flood plain approvals will be needed.   
 
In response to the comments by Emily Rabbe, Lincoln County Planning Commission, Peters said the 
application which covers 369 pages addresses the approvals needed and supporting documents as 
well as financial capabilities.  Missing from the application are surveyor’s proposed contour lines, 
description of bearings and rights of way, boundary lines, and surveyor’s stamp. Olson said the 
boundary survey has been recorded and is available.  A statement by the original surveyor will 
suffice for the metes and bounds.  He added that no waivers have been requested.  Al Cohen said a 
public hearing cannot be scheduled until the application is found complete.  Cohen moved to find 
the application is incomplete. Vote 5-0-0.    
 
In discussion of other parts of the application, it was agreed that because there is no change in 
contours, a waiver could be requested.  The stormwater runoff will consequently also not change.  
CMP’s best management practices address stormwater runoff.  Estimated cost will be provided at 
next meeting.  The construction schedule which is not in the application will be provided as soon as 
approval is granted.  Approval block for planning board will consist of signatures on a single page 
showing to which pages the approval refers.   
 
4.  MSD Wiscasset, LLC – Site Plan Review for ground-mounted solar photovoltaic facility – 
Wiscasset Airport, 98 Chewonki Neck Road, MAP U-20, Lot 001 
 



Karl Olson said approval of the lease between MSD and the Town for the property at the airport on 
which the facility will be located will be on the upcoming town meeting warrant.  Chad Chahbazi of 
Cenergy,the parent company, provided information on the company which has 15 installations in 
Maine.    Chahbazi said Cenergy has projects in several states and has established itself as a leader 
in developing solar projects at airports such as working with the FAA and communities who own the 
airports.   
 
Steven Barrett, MSD, presented plans for a solar facility on 19 acres at the airport with gravel access 
road from Old Ferry Road.  Electrical upgrades on poles will be necessary from the site to Maine 
Yankee.  Some of the area will be in the shoreland and adequate setbacks have been incorporated 
in the plan.  DEP has issued a site law permit, stormwater permit and a permit by rule for the 
stream crossing; DOT has issued a permit for the access road.  FAA has determined that the 
proposal complies with the NEPA determination and determination of no hazard.  Barrett said the 
trees which will be removed will be a safety upgrade to the airport.  A long-term lease will provide 
income to the town, and power will be sold to customers in the CMP area with savings up to 20%.  
 
The fee has been paid and other materials needed to complete the application have been received.  
The beginning and ending dates will be estimated and sent to the board.     
 
Ed Polewarczyk had a number of questions for the applicant.  In response, Chahbazi said that MSD 
is the developer of the project and partners may be brought in or it may be owned and operated by 
MSD.  Wiscasset will not be the owner.  The lease option has not yet been signed by the Town of 
Wiscasset, but when signed will provide income to the town of $560,000 assuming a 21-year lease.  
In response to a question on financial capacity of the developer, Chahbazi said that all development 
costs will be borne by the developer which has $100,000,000 in bonding capacity and has built over 
400 projects with no defaults.  The value of the lumber from the 20.73 acres which will be cleared 
will be given to the Town.  The Public Works Department has advised that there was no concern 
about the disposal of debris and solid waste generated by the project 
 
The estimated time frame, assuming approval of the lease, will be provided.  Construction could 
begin in the fall.  Jackie Lowell moved to find the application complete.   Vote 5-0-0.  A site walk by 
Al Cohen, Peter McRae and Karl Olson was scheduled for May 18 at 4 p.m.  The public hearing will 
be held on May 24.  
 
5.  Other Business 
 
6.  Adjournment 
 
At 9:29 p.m. Al Cohen moved to adjourn.  Vote 5-0-0. 


